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Friday Morning Plenary 

 
The Greening of the Economy 
 
Debra Shore (moderator): 

 
Debra Shore currently serves on the Board of Commissioners of the 
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago.  For more 
than 15 years Debra has been an active volunteer, helping to restore 
prairies and oak woodlands in the Cook County Forest Preserves.  
Debra is a founding board member of Friends of the Forest Preserves 
and was recently appointed by Illinois Governor Pat Quinn to the board 
of the Great Lakes Protection Fund. 
 
 
 
 
 

Jared Blumenfeld: 
 
Jared Blumenfeld is Director of the San Francisco Department of the 
Environment, where he develops innovative, practical and wide-ranging 
environmental programs, fosters groundbreaking legislation, and 
educates the public by providing comprehensive and easily accessible 
information on a wide range of sustainable practices.  Some of SF 
Environment's ambitious - but deliverable - environmental goals include 
attaining 75 percent recycling by 2010 and curbing San Francisco's 
greenhouse gas emissions to 20 percent below 1990 levels by 2012. Just 
recently, the Obama administration announced that Blumenfeld will 
head the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's regional office. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Elizabeth Cook: 

 
Elizabeth Cook is the Vice President for Institutional Strategy & 
Development at the World Resources Institute.  She regularly works 
with executive leadership at numerous Fortune 500 companies, 
including Wal Mart, Exxon Mobil, BP, Johnson & Johnson, Alcoa and 
Shell on strengthening corporate commitments to the environment.  In 
September 2007, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency awarded 
/ƻƻƪ ƛǘǎ ά.Ŝǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .Ŝǎǘ {ǘǊŀǘƻǎǇƘŜǊƛŎ hȊƻƴŜ tǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ !ǿŀǊŘέ ƛƴ 
recognition of the most exceptional global contributions in the first two 
decades of the Montreal Protocol. 
 
 
 

 
Phaedra Ellis-Lamkins: 

 
Phaedra Ellis-Lamkins is the Chief Executive Officer of Green For All. 
Prior to coming to Green For All, Phaedra was head of the South Bay 
AFL-CIO Labor Council and Working Partnerships USA, where she 
ŜŀǊƴŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǊŜǇǳǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘΣ 
inspirational and creative problem solvers for working families.  San 
Jose Magazine named her one of the 100 most powerful people in 
Silicon Valley and the Silicon Valley Business Journal called her one of 
άпл ǘƻ ǿŀǘŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ плΦέ  
 
 
 

Adam Werbach: 
 
Adam Werbach is one of the foremost experts on sustainability strategy 
for business and author of the newly-released book Strategy for 
Sustainability. Werbach is Global CEO of sustainability agency Saatchi 
and Saatchi S, and was formerly the youngest-ever Sierra Club 
President. He is also the author of many influential writings on 
sustainability including the 1997 book Act Now, Apologize Later. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Friday Luncheon Plenary 

 
LGBT Issues in Global Human Rights  
 
Keynote Speaker: 
 
Hon. Klaus Wowereit 

  
Klaus Wowereit is the mayor of Berlin, Germany.  After the departure of 
German Chancellor Gerhard Schröder in late 2005, he became one of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ {ƻŎƛŀƭ 5ŜƳƻŎǊŀǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎƛŀƴǎΦ .ŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜ нллм 
mayoral elections he told the people of Berlin that he was gay. The 
ǇƘǊŀǎŜ ƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ άich bin schwul und das ist auch gut so ς I am gay and 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛƴƎέ Ƙŀǎ ǎƛƴŎŜ ōŜŜƴ ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇǊƻƳƛƴŜƴǘ 
people.   
 
 
 
 
 

(c) Senatskanzlei/dpa-photo courtesy 

 
Panel 
 
Julie Dorf (moderator): 

 
Julie Dorf is the senior adviser for the Council on Global Equality, and 
has been a leader in the LGBT rights movement for twenty years. She 
founded and directed the International Gay & Lesbian Human Rights 
Commission (IGLHRC) from 1990 to 2000, creating an organization that 
protects and advances the human rights of all people and communities 
subjected to discrimination or abuse on the basis of sexual orientation, 
gender identity or HIV status. Ms. Dorf currently serves on the board of 
directors or advisory boards of Human Rights Watch's Women's Rights 
Division, Human Rights Watch's LGBT Rights Program, Gender PAC, 
IGLHRC, and PowerPAC.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Philippa Drew:  

 
Philippa Drew retired from the UK civil service in 2006. Most of her 
career was spent in British government dealing with crime, criminal 
justice, prisons, probation and terrorism. Most recently, she served as 
Director of Global Issues with responsibility for climate change, 
sustainable development, human rights, democracy, conflict 
prevention, science and technology, the United Nations and the 
Commonwealth.  She is currently a Trustee of the Oxford Research 
Group, a non-governmental organization which promotes a more 
sustainable approach to security for the UK and the world. She was 
Field Director for Save The Children Fund in Kathmandu, Nepal 1985-
1987, and was Chair of the Soho Family Centre, a charity providing 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǊ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ {ƻƘƻΣ [ƻƴŘƻƴΣ ŦƻǊ у 
years from 1998-2006.  

 
Ambassador Michael Guest: 

 
Michael Guest served as the U.S. Ambassador to Romania from 2001-
2004 and is only the second openly gay U.S. ambassador in history.   He 
is the recipient of several awards, including the Romanian "Order for 
Faithful Service in the Rank of Grand Cross" in 2003, the National Gay & 
[Ŝǎōƛŀƴ ¢ŀǎƪ CƻǊŎŜ [ŜŀŘŜǊǎƘƛǇ !ǿŀǊŘ ƛƴ нллоΣ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΩǎ 
Charles E. Cobb, Jr. award for Initiative and Success in Trade 
5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ нллпΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ CƻǊŜƛƎƴ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ 
Christian Herter Award for Constructive Dissent in 2006. Guest resigned 
as Ambassador in 2004 in order to protest unequal treatment of LGBT 
State Department workers. 
 
 
 

Cary Alan Johnson: 
 
Cary Alan Johnson, IGLHRC's Executive Director, is an author and activist 
with more than twenty years of experience in the LGBT movement and 
in African social and economic development. He has worked in 
management positions for Amnesty International USA, Africare (Rwanda 
and Zimbabwe), UNHRC (Democratic Republic of Congo), and Planned 
Parenthood (Southern Africa). Cary holds a Masters Degree in 
International Affairs and a certificate in African Studies from Columbia 
University and has written numerous articles on gender and sexuality in                                                           

Africa. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
Friday Workshops 
 
Building CoalitionsτPartnerships for Progress 
 
Kyrsten Sinema (moderator): 

  
Kyrsten Sinema serves as the Assistant Leader to the Democratic Caucus 
in the Arizona House of Representatives, representing central Phoenix 
since 2005.  In 2006, Sinema chaired Arizona Together, the first and only 
successful effort in the country to defeat an anti-gay marriage ballot 
initiative. Her first book, Unite and Conquer: How to Build Coalitions 
that Win and Last, was released in July by Berrett-Koehler Publishers.  
 
 
 
 
 

Kim Coco Iwamoto:  
 

Kim Coco Iwamoto is the highest-elected transgender official in the 
United States, and the first transgender official to win statewide office 
as a member of the Hawaii Board of Education, representing the island 
of Oahu.  She was previously a member of Safe Schools Community 
Advisory Committee for Department of Education, coordinator of a 
youth leadership development program in New York, a member of the 
.ƻŀǊŘ ƻŦ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊǎ ŦƻǊ Yǳƭƛŀ bŀ aŀƳƻ ŀƴŘ Iŀǿŀƛƛ tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ CǳƴŘΣ and a 
managing attorney at Volunteer Legal Services Hawaii. 

 
 
 

Craig Lowe: 
  
Craig Lowe has been a member of the Gainesville, Fla. City Commission 
since 2001. Before winning election to the Commission, Lowe was a 
volunteer community organizer for equality, the environment, and 
Democratic organizations. Lowe received a B.S.A. degree with a major 
ƛƴ {ƻƛƭ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩs degree in 
Zoology from the University of Florida.  He recently led a successful 
ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǊŜǇŜŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƴǘƛ-discrimination ordinances. 
 
 
 
 


